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NL 147 Seattle Department of Transportation/Grace Crunican

NL 147-1 (PMX-King)
Sound Transit welcomes the comments from SDOT. We agree with SDOT’s statement that North Link is 

an important transportation investment for the City of Seattle and the region and represents a strong 

relationship between Sound Transit and the City.  

NL 147-2 (PMX-Fann)
Since publication of the 2003 Draft SEIS, Sound Transit has prepared bicycle-parking demand estimates 

based on the methodology developed by PSRC. Based on the results of the analysis, the provision of 24 

bicycle spaces plus expansion areas at most stations, as recommended in the North Link SEIS, was 

determined to be reasonable for accommodating the projected bicycle demand at most North Link 

stations. With regard to pedestrian traffic, the Highway Capacity Manual (HCM) and Transit Capacity 

and Quality of Service Manual (TCQSM) methodologies were used to evaluate the adequacy of existing 

sidewalks for accommodating existing and future pedestrian volumes. In addition, the signalized and 

unsignalized intersection level of service (LOS) analysis conducted using the Synchro 5.0 software 

program takes into account pedestrian volumes at crosswalks when evaluating intersection operations. To 

evaluate typical weekday conditions, school walk routes and other key pedestrian destinations were taken 

into account in this analysis to the extent that pedestrian volumes from these generators are captured in 

peak hour counts used for the LOS analysis.

NL 147-3 (PMX-Fann, ST) 
Sound Transit welcomes more detailed discussions regarding pedestrian and bicycle needs at stations and 

will continue to coordinate with the City of Seattle. 

NL 147-4 (PMX-Wendle, ST) 
Sound Transit would repair any public right-of-way at Sound Transit work sites that are damaged during 

construction to substantially the same condition. 

NL 147-5 (Herrera-Meerscheidt)
The SEIS identifies specific impacts to major utilities potentially affected by the project. Sound Transit 

will address potential impacts to City-owned utilities, infrastructure, and facilities in additional detail 

through the final design process in coordination with the City of Seattle and utility providers to avoid, 

minimize, and mitigate for potential impacts to utilities. [text revision required in FSEIS]

The five new 115 kV powerlines identified by City staff have been added to the table in Section 4.17.4.  

Sound Transit concurs that advance agreement on codes and standards will facilitate final design.

NL 147-6 (ST)
Sound Transit will coordinate with the City of Seattle Department of Transportation and Washington 

Department of Transportation throughout final design and construction to provide for coordinated 

construction management with other projects. 
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NL 147-7 (PMX-Fann, ST) 
On April 9, 1998, the Sound Transit Board approved Motion No. 98-25 adopting transit oriented 

development (TOD) policies to guide staff work and development on and around Sound Transit station 

areas and transit centers. The Motion included adoption of policy recommendations to guide development 

on Sound Transit facilities, established policy for working with others on development that occurs 

surrounding Sound Transit facilities, and described how TOD work will be incorporated into the Sound 

Transit work programs. The North Link Final SEIS, Section 4.2, has been updated to reflect this policy; 

TOD policies are also outlined in Chapter 2. [text revision required in FSEIS]

NL 147-8 (CH2M-Pitzler, PMX-Wendle, ST) 
Station area planning for stations included in University Link was previously completed and further work 

is not anticipated. First Hill is not included in the Preferred Alternative but if it is included in the project, 

it is in the same location as in the original project. Capitol Hill Station is in substantially the same 

location as it was during previous station area planning efforts, and the University of Washington Station 

is entirely on University of Washington property. The funding and timing of final design or other 

activities for the remainder of North Link, north of the University of Washington station, is not certain at 

this time. Sound Transit and the City could revisit station area planning at the north University District 

station if its location is substantially different from the location identified in the Preferred Alternative. 

NL 147A SDOT/Calvin Chow

NL 147A-1 (PMX-King)
Sound Transit thanks SDOT for the consolidated comments on the North Link 2003 Draft SEIS and 

Transportation Technical Report from the Department of Transportation, Seattle Public Utilities, Seattle 

City Light, Department of Parks and Recreation, Department of Planning and Development, and the 

Seattle Fire and Police Departments. 

NL 147A-2 (PMX-King)
The Final SEIS describes potential spillover impacts. [*

NL 147A-3 (PMX-King)
The Final SEIS reflects the full correct title of the City’s parking study, “1999 Comprehensive 

Neighborhood Parking Study.” [*

NL 147A-4 (PMX-Fann)
Please see response to comment NL 147-2. Area has been provided at each station for additional bicycle 

parking if required, as there is no formal or accepted methodology for forecasting bicycle access demand.  

NL 147A-5 (PMX-Fann)
The City of Seattle Bicycle Guide map was used to identify routes that are currently being used by 

bicycles and pedestrians in the project area. This level of information is appropriate to provide a basis for 

a qualitative assessment of project impacts to non-motorized facilities in the area. Please refer to response 

to comment NL 147-2. 
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NL 147A-6 (PMX-Fann)
City of Seattle GIS maps and field reviews were used to generally review where sidewalk segments are 

missing. The Highway Capacity Manual (HCM) and Transit Capacity and Quality of Service Manual 

(TCQSM) (Transportation Research Board 2001) pedestrian analysis methodology was used to identify 

the potential for sidewalk capacity issues with the addition of pedestrian trips to and from proposed 

stations.

NL 147A-7 (PMX-Fann)
There are adequate bicycle routes and facilities to serve each station. Bicycle storage and station area 

improvements will be provided to accommodate bicycle access. Sound Transit does not expect the project 

to impact bicycles during normal operations. Text has been added to Section 4.17.2 of the Final SEIS to 

identify the potential for bicycle route impacts and the need to minimize impacts during construction 

activities. The 2003 Draft SEIS, on page 3-31, does acknowledge that, “The North Link alternatives 

would result in some increases in vehicular, transit, bicycle, and pedestrian activity in the vicinities of the 

proposed stations.” However, it also states that, “These stations would be designed to provide safe and 

easy access for all travel modes.” Please see the responses to comments NL 147A-5 and 147-2. [*

NL 147A-8 (PMX-Fann)
The signalized and unsignalized intersection LOS analysis conducted using the Synchro 5.0 software 

program takes pedestrian volumes at crosswalks into account when evaluating intersection operations. 

None of the North Link alignment alternatives would be constructed at-grade with crossing streets, all 

retained surface sections within Segment A would be located within WSDOT ROW; therefore, no 

pedestrian safety issues are expected to result from the light rail alignment alternatives. 

NL 147A-9 (PMX-Fann)
Please refer to Tables 5.3-3a, 5.3-3b, 5.4-3a, and 5.4-3b of the Transportation Technical Report for 

vehicle trip generation estimates for all North Link station options. Vehicular trips generated by the light 

rail system do not represent a significant increase over No-Build volumes along the arterials and at 

intersections near the stations, as confirmed by the intersection level of service (LOS) analysis results 

described in Section 3.3.2 of the 2003 Draft SEIS, and thus would not be expected to impact the safety of 

existing school walk routes. In addition, no significant changes to the existing transportation 

infrastructure would be made with light rail implementation that would adversely affect school walk 

routes that are already in place. Improvements that would be made with system integration (i.e., to 

improve station area access), and to mitigate project impacts (i.e., to traffic operations, existing transit 

facilities) would likely also improve school walk routes in the area.  

NL 147A-10  (PMX-King) 
Sound Transit will continue to coordinate with the City of Seattle, University of Washington, and others 

to determine the extent of pedestrian and bicycle improvements around North Link stations with the goal 

of providing effective pedestrian and bicycle accessibility to the system. The SEIS describes significant 

pedestrian and bicycle impact and identifies mitigation where appropriate. 

NL 147A-11 (PMX-King)
The mitigations proposed in the SEIS are adequate to address project impacts. Sound Transit may 

consider the use of intelligent traffic signal control technology where appropriate and cost-effective to 

reduce emergency response times and improve transit travel times. Opticom emergency pre-empt 
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equipment could be installed at traffic signal locations on arterial streets where travel times are 

significantly impacted by light rail construction to improve incident response times.  

NL 147A-12 (PMX-King)
Section 3.3.2 of the SEIS will be revised to reflect the understanding that the City and Sound Transit have 

reached agreement on mitigation principals for addressing hide-and-ride issues around light rail stations 

(Letter of Concurrence dated August 25, 2003). [*

NL 147A-13 (PMX-Fann) 
The Final SEIS Section 3.3.2, includes additional discussion of potential impacts to users of the Burke-

Gilman Trail for all of the Southwest campus area stations, and notes that an optional station entrance or 

other measures could help reduce impacts. Sound Transit has also identified specific measures to reduce 

impacts for the Preferred Alternative University of Washington Station. 

NL 147A-14 (PMX-Fann) 
Thank you for the comment. Parking impact and hide and ride discussions have been updated in the Final 

SEIS and the Transportation Technical Report. 

NL 147A-15 (CH2M-Pitzler)
Comment noted. As noted in the 2003 Draft SEIS (Section 2.5), any of the stations except First Hill could 

serve as an interim terminus. The potential impacts represent a subset of impacts identified for 

construction of the complete system. Depending on the route and station location, this would include 

property acquisitions and displacements (discussed in Section 4.1) as well as related construction impacts 

(Section 4.17). Overall land use impacts (changes in the mix and types of uses) are not expected to be 

significant. The Final SEIS reflects this clarification. 

NL 147A-16 (CH2M-Pitzler)
Proposed square footage for Northgate development will be updated in Section 4.2.1 to reflect the latest 

development plans and King County’s proposed TOD development. “GDP” language will also be revised 

to reflect current City Land Use Code (Ordinance 121362). [*

NL 147A-17 (CH2M-Pitzler)
Section 4.2.2 of the SEIS, will be revised to clarify that the City of Seattle’s 2004 Comprehensive Plan 

Update incorporated neighborhood plans.  

NL 147A-18 (CH2M-Pitzler)
Section 4.2.2 of the SEIS, will be revised to provide more specificity about how light rail implementation 

would enable jurisdictions to meet stated objectives. [*

NL 147A-19 (CH2M-Pitzler)
Comment noted.  
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NL 147A-20 (CH2M-Pitzler)
SEIS Section 4.2.2 has been revised to reference Sound Transit’s adopted TOD policies in Chapter 2 and 

in Section 4.2. [*

The ratings referenced in Table 4.2-1 reflect an assessment of general development or redevelopment 

influences from TOD influences or from other market factors.  

“Hide-and-ride parking” references will direct the reader to other areas in the document where these 

impacts are discussed. 

NL 147A-21 (ST)

On-street parking loss was described in Section 3.3 of the 2003 Draft SEIS and is updated in the Final 

SEIS. The range of loss is under 100 for all alternatives, and considering overall supply was not 

considered significant. Loss of revenue would also be insignificant considering overall fiscal conditions 

for the City of Seattle and its multiple sources of revenue. 

NL 147A-22 (CH2M-Pitzler)
Text in SEIS Section 4.2.2 has been revised so that “hide-and-ride parking” references will direct the 

reader to other areas in the document where these impacts are discussed. [*

NL 147A-23 (Herrera-Johnson)
SEIS Section 4.3.1 has been updated to reflect recent development activity, such as completion of the 

University of Washington Law School. [*

NL 147A-24 (ST) [FSEIS REVISION NEEDED}

The statement has been removed from the SEIS.  

NL 147A-25 (Herrera-Johnson)
The text in Section 4.3.2 of the SEIS has been revised (deleted) to reflect this comment. The SDOT has 

accurately interpreted the intent of the sentence. [*

NL 147A-26 (Herrera Johnson) 
The Final SEIS removes “abrupt” to clarify the sentence. [*

NL 147A-27 (PMX-Hafs)
Comment noted. TPSS vents and other facilities will be screened or designed to reduce potential visual 

impacts. A below-grade crossing of I-5 is cost-prohibitive and would have safety and access constraints. 

The SEIS identifies visual impacts to Ravenna Boulevard. Mature trees would be preserved as possible.  

NL 147A-28 (PMX-Friebel)
Sound Transit is aware of the City’s Stormwater Code has been under revision. At permitting, Sound 

Transit would expect to comply with the adopted code in force at that time.  
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NL 147A-29 (PMX-Friebel)
Thank you for stating the information requirements of the City for design and permitting. This 

information will be investigated and provided during the permitting and design process as stated in the 

text.

NL 147A-30 (PMX- Friebel) 
Text in SEIS Section 4.8.4 first paragraph has been revised as suggested. [*

NL 147A-31 (Herrera-Campbell)
The placement of a support column in a street would not necessarily affect emergency response times and 

depends on the roadway design. North Link does not propose support columns in the street. The Final 

SEIS notes that emergency responses that occur in tunnels during construction will require specialized 

training and equipment in accordance with applicable state and federal regulations. [*

NL 147A-32 (Herrera-Campbell)
Regarding “Mutual Aid Agreements” between University of Washington and SPD, text will be revised in 

Section 4.13.2 of the SEIS to note that the University of Washington also assists SPD upon request. [*

NL 147A-33 (Herrera-Campbell)
Sound Transit has revised Section 4.13.3 of the SEIS. [*

NL 147A-34 (Herrera-Meerscheidt)
Sound Transit acknowledges the potential impacts to utilities. Sound Transit foresees coordination with 

the City to develop design criteria that would minimize impacts, and establish replacement procedures 

and standards of facilities as applicable. 

In regard to pipelines and other water utility infrastructure being affect by project construction, the 2003 

Draft SEIS acknowledges and discusses this issue and Sound Transit commits to working “with utility 

providers to ensure that underground utilities are adequately protected” (2003 Draft SEIS Section 4.14.2, 

page 4-120, first full paragraph). Fully assessing potential impacts of proposed crossings over and under 

underground electrical transmission and distribution lines cannot be fully assessed in an environmental 

document; this level of detailed analysis is to be done during the design phase of the project. The SEIS 

identifies significant adverse environmental impacts that might arise from the proposed project, and 

identifies appropriate mitigation. 

As stated in the 2003 Draft SEIS (page 4-102, first full paragraph), light rail system design features and 

proposed mitigation measures would reduce stray current to levels where significant damage would not 

occur.

Sound Transit would fund cathodic protection of underground utilities, as reasonable. 

The Draft SEIS states (page 4-120, first line) that “transmission lines may need to be realigned or 

relocated as a result of this project” and that Sound Transit would work with Seattle City Light to ensure 

that all work meets the standards set forth in the National Electric Safety Code. The DEIS also states 

(page 4-120, paragraph 5) that “there is the potential that some aboveground utilities, such as electrical 

transmission or distribution lines directly impacted by light rail construction, would be relocated 

underground.”  
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NL 147A-35 (Herrera-Meerscheidt)
Sound Transit recognizes the transmission outage requirements and ramifications associated with 

transmission line relocation. Transmission clearance approval will be included in the permits and 

approval section of the Final SEIS. Sound Transit has committed to work with the utility providers as 

described in Sections 4.14.3 and 4.17.14 of the 2003 Draft SEIS. [*

NL 147A-36 (PMX-King)
Text in the Final SEIS has been revised to reflect the new name of the park property on Capitol Hill as 

Cal Anderson Park. [*

NL 147A-37 (CH2M-Swope) 
Please see the response to comment NL 147A-36. [*

NL 147A-38 (PMX-Wendle)
Barging is no longer being considered. 

NL 147A-39 (PMX-Wendle)
Sound Transit would repair any public rights-of-way at Sound Transit work sites that are damaged during 

construction to substantially the same condition. 

NL 147A-40 (ST-Mitigation Comment)  
See response to NL 147A-39. 

NL 147A-41 (PMX-King)
See response to NL 147A-39. 

NL 147A-42 (ST) 
The Final SEIS references the traffic control manual and provides updated information on construction 

traffic control plans, including detours. As described in Section 4.17.2, Sound Transit will finalize 

detailed construction mitigation plans in close coordination with the City of Seattle, WSDOT, King 

County Metro, and other affected agencies and organizations. 

NL 147A-43 (PMX-King)
The text in Section 4.17.2, has been revised to include coordinating with private schools to provide notice 

concerning construction activity. [*

NL 147A-44 (ST/Minor)
The statement noted has been deleted in the Final SEIS.  

NL 147A-45 (PMX-Wendle)
Construction noise discussions have been updated for the Final SEIS to provide additional detail on 

general equipment and noise measurements. 
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NL 147A-46 (PMX-King)
In Section 4.17.7 on page 4-167 of the 2003 Draft SEIS, text has been revised to state that the City’s noise 

ordinance does have specific nighttime noise level restrictions, and construction activities are allowed. 

The language “measured from the real property of another person or 50 feet from the equipment, 

whichever is greater” will be removed since that requirement is not in affect during nighttime hours. [*

NL 147A-47 (PMX-King)
The text in Section 4.17.7 of the Final SEIS has been updated to provide additional detail on a variety of 

noise producing construction techniques. The section also notes the need for a variance in some 

circumstances.  

NL 147A-48 (ST-Topley) 
During construction of the ventilation facility and TPSS facilities, the contractor may want to work 

extended hours. A noise variance may be needed because of the hours of work or level of activity. 

NL 147A-49 (PMX-King)
Section 4.17.7, page 4-170, has been revised to indicate that warning lights can be used as an alternative 

to back up alarms at night. If construction activities exceed nighttime noise ordinance levels, Sound 

Transit would seek the type of variance appropriate to the nighttime activities. [*

NL 147A-50 (ST)
Thank you for describing the dewatering plan requirements. Sound Transit or the identified contractor 

will address the requirement by contacting the City and initiating permit applications prior to construction 

or dewatering activity once a construction schedule and detailed information on dewatering needs have 

been developed.  

NL 147A-51 (PMX-Wendle)
Sound Transit recognizes that site-specific plans are needed for permitting. 

NL 147A-52 (PMX-King)
Comments noted. Sound Transit will coordinate with SPU and King County during permitting to 

determine appropriate dewatering discharge. 

NL 147A-53 (PMX-King)
Please see the response to comment NL 147A-34. The Final SEIS Mitigation text in Section 4.17 has 

been updated to reflect the need to minimize surface disruptions. [*

NL 147A-54 (PMX-Wendle)
Please see the response to comment NL 147A-34. 

NL 147A-55 (PMX-Wendle)
Thank you for the information. 
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NL 147A-56 (PMX-King)
Table 4.17-14 of the 2003 Draft SEIS has been updated with additional engineering information. The 

SEIS provides estimates of utility impacts, and Sound Transit recognizes that additional detail will be 

developed through final design.  

NL 147A-57 (PMX-King)
Thank you for the information. If these routes are the selected project, this facility will be evaluated in 

detail.

NL 147A-58 (PMX-Wendle)
Comment noted. Sound Transit will address construction and utility protection measures in more detail 

during final design. 

NL 147A-59 (PMX-Wendle)
Comment noted. Sound Transit will address construction and utility protection measures in more detail 

during final design. 

NL 147A-60 (PMX-King)
Thank you for providing additional information on Alternatives A2.1b and A2.1c, which are along the 

alignment of the BO-UN 115 kV overhead transmission line. [*

NL 147A-61 (PMX-King)
Sound Transit thanks SDOT for clarifying that Alternatives A2.1b and A2.1c are along the SH-NO 

115kV line for a short segment north of Lake City Way. 

NL 147A-62 (PMX-King)
If temporary occupancy of Cal Anderson Park is necessary during construction, compensation would be 

negotiated as part of the temporary construction easement to use park property. The Preferred Alternative 

identified by Sound Transit Board does not require temporary occupancy.  

NL 147A-63 (ST)
Sound Transit will work closely with Seattle Parks, and other interested parties to determine mitigation 

plans for Cal Anderson Park if it is affected by project construction.  

NL 147A-64 (PMX-King)
The references to Major Institution Master Plans have been updated in Appendix F. Updated discussions 

are provided in Appendix P4.2 of the Final SEIS.*

NL 147A-65 (PMX-King)
Text in the Final SEIS has been revised to reflect the new name of the park property on Capitol Hill, 

which surrounds Lincoln Reservoir and includes Bobby Morris Playfield, as Cal Anderson Park. [*
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NL 147A-66 (PMX-King)
Sound Transit acknowledges the City of Seattle’s concurrence with the determination that construction 

impacts to Cal Anderson Park constitutes a temporary occupancy of the parkland. The State Historic 

Preservation Officer (SHPO) also concurs and has indicated that portions of Cal Anderson Park are no 

longer eligible for the National Register of Historic Places. 

NL 147A-67 (ST)
Please see the responses to comments NL 147A-62 and NL 147A-63. 

NL 147A-68 (PMX-King)
Sound Transit anticipates working closely with the City regarding station areas and is continuing 

discussions with the City in this regard. [*

NL 147A-69 (PMX-King)
The Final SEIS includes an updated review of consistency with plans, including the UCUC. [*

NL 147A-70 (PMX-King)
Appendix P4.2 has been revised to reflect additional changes in land use plans. 

NL 147A-71 (PMX-King)
Figures P4.10-1 and P4.10-2 have been included in the Final SEIS. [*

NL 147A-72 (PMX-Fann)
Page 4-7 of the Transportation Technical report has been revised to reflect updated Sounder service to 

Everett. [*

NL 147A-73 (PMX-Fann)
The service frequency and hours of service concepts are evaluated separately for the North Link Light 

Rail and existing bus transit systems, based on the Transit Capacity and Quality of Service Manual 

(TCQSM) methodologies. However, service frequency was used to calculate a weighted average service 

span for each screen line location in order to make broader comparisons of project effects. Updated 

discussion of further planning and review of transit service issues with the City of Seattle and others is 

provided in the 2005 Draft SEIS and included in the Final SEIS. 

NL 147A-74 (PMX-Fann)
The Transportation Technical Report has updated discussions of transit reliability at the Northgate Transit 

Center, and the factors that create variable levels of service. [*

NL 147A-75 (PMX-Fann)
The Transportation Technical Report has been revised to reflect updated route information. [*
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NL 147A-76 (PMX-Fann)
“PM Peak Hour” has been added to the heading for Table 4.1-15 of the Transportation Technical Report. 

NL 147A-77 (PMX-Fann)
The Transportation Technical Report has been revised to note “Existing midblock pedestrian signal 

locations and bicycle facilities..., including shared-use paths, bicycle lanes, and arterial and residential 

streets commonly used by bicyclists, are shown…” [*

NL 147A-78 (PMX-Fann)
Comment noted. Please refer to response to comment NL 147A-6. 

NL 147A-79 (PMX-Fann)
Figure 4.2-1 of the Transportation Technical Report has been updated to reflect the bicycle lanes and 

streets commonly used by bicyclists shown in the current Seattle Bicycling Guide Map (Fall 2003). A 

listing of missing sidewalk sections within 1/2-mile radius of North Link Segment A stations is shown in 

Table 4.2-4. This level of information is appropriate to provide a basis for an assessment of project 

impacts to non-motorized facilities in the area. [*

NL 147A-80 (PMX-Fann)
The Transportation Technical Report has been revised to note that the overpass connects N 117th and 1st 

Ave NE on the west side of I-5 to 1st Place NE and 1st Ave NE on the east side of I-5. The text has also 

been revised to note that the NE 117th Street overpass also provides bicyclists with east-west access 

across I-5, and that the facility is ADA accessible. [*

NL 147A-81 (PMX-Fann)
The Transportation Technical Report has been revised to characterize Ravenna Blvd. east of 12th Ave NE 

as an arterial commonly used by bicyclists. [*

NL 147A-82 (PMX-Fann)
The Transportation Technical Report has been revised to note that Sound Transit Regional Express buses 

are also equipped with racks that can carry up to two bicycles. [*

NL 147A-83 (PMX-Fann) 
The Transportation Technical Report has been revised the delete the “bicycle route” terminology. This 

terminology has been replaced with the following appropriate classifications: shared-use paths, bicycle 

lanes, and arterial and non-arterial streets commonly used by bicyclists. [*

NL 147A-84 (PMX-Fann)
Text in the Transportation Technical Report has been revised to note that signalized and unsignalized 

intersections were reviewed along the North Link corridor. In addition, text has been added to note the 

relatively low number of accidents that have involved pedestrians and/or bicyclists. [*
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NL 147A-85 (PMX-Fann)
Figures 4.2-1 and 4.2-2 of the Transportation Technical Report have been updated to reflect the latest 

version of the Seattle Bicycling Guide Map, which includes the addition of the “Pedestrian Pathway” 

classification. The level of information presented is appropriate to provide a basis for a qualitative 

assessment of project impacts to non-motorized facilities in the area. [*

NL 147A-86 (PMX-Fann)
The Transportation Technical Report has been revised to delete all references to the Potlatch Trail, as this 

project is not moving forward. [*

NL 147A-87 (PMX-Fann)
The Transportation Technical Report includes specific discussion of the Broadway and Olive/John 

intersection, which does not exceed the City’s HAL threshold but has experienced a relatively high 

number of accidents between the years 1999 and 2001 in comparison to other intersections reviewed. 

NL 147A-88 (PMX-Fann)
The Transportation Technical Report has been revised to reflect that the parking survey area was 

generally bounded by I-5 to the west, instead of Meridian Avenue. [*

NL 147A-89 (PMX-Fann)
The Transportation Technical Report has been revised to clarify that restricted on-street parking primarily 

consists of signed RPZ’s and metered parking. Subtotals for different types of restricted parking were not 

specifically tallied for the project, since light rail patrons are not expected to use restricted parking spaces 

to “hide-and-ride.” [*

NL 147A-90 (PMX-Fann) 
The University District parking analysis study area was identified through conversations with University 

of Washington and City of Seattle staff, and is generally consistent with the University of Washington’s 

primary impact zone. In addition, as stated in the first paragraph in Section 4.3.3 of the Transportation 

Technical Report, the analysis “included the total area encompassing 2,000 feet around each of the station 

locations since existing parking utilization within 1/4-mile radius of each station exceeded the 90 percent 

threshold.” With this knowledge, none of the potential station locations within the University District 

parking analysis study area would likely experience hide-and-ride parking impacts, and differences 

between the options would not be substantial. 

NL 147A-91 (PMX-Fann)
The Transportation Technical Report has been revised to reflect that parking data was collected for the six 

University District Station areas (NE 45th, Brooklyn, Pacific, Southwest Campus, and Montlake/Rainier 

Vista, and University of Washington). Text has also been added to explain that within the City of 

Seattle’s primary impact zone, the University of Washington is responsible for partially funding 

residential parking zone programs. [*

NL 147A-92 (PMX-Fann) 
The word “midday” has been added to table titles for Tables 4.3-1 through 4.3-7 of the Transportation 

Technical Report. [*
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NL 147A-93 (PMX-Fann)
The percent utilization subtotal for On-Street Unrestricted and Off-Street Public Parking in Table 4.3-5 of 

the Transportation Technical Report has been changed to 92 percent. [*

NL 147A-94 (PMX-Fann) 
The Transportation Technical Report has been revised to clarify that restricted parking is signed as 1-hour 

or 2-hour. [*

NL 147A-95 (PMX-Fann)
The Transportation Technical Report has been revised to describe off-street parking supply in the north 

portion of the study area as fewer and less utilized than areas to the south. Off-street public parking 

supply and demand data for Harrison Station was not readily available from the Central Link FEIS 

Transportation Technical Report or the City of Seattle’s Comprehensive Parking Study. In addition, new 

off-street public parking supply and demand data was not specifically collected near this station and 

others evaluated in the North Link SEIS, since the relatively high costs associated with off-street lots 

would likely deter most light rail users. The Harrison Station is being proposed as a possible station for 

Alternatives B3.D and B3.G. [*

NL 147A-96 (PMX-Fann) 
Text on page 4-53 of the Transportation Technical Report has been revised to reflect that the western 

boundary of the Convention Place Station study area is 7th Avenue. [*

NL 147A-97 (PMX-Fann) 
No change made. Similar to the Harrison Station, as described in response to comment NL 147A-95, Off-

street public parking supply and demand data for the Convention Place Station was not readily available 

from the Central Link FEIS Transportation Technical Report or the City of Seattle’s Comprehensive 

Parking Study. In addition, new off-street public parking supply and demand data was not specifically 

collected near this station and others evaluated in the North Link SEIS, since the relatively high costs 

associated with off-street lots would likely deter most light rail users. The Convention Place Station was 

identified as a possible station location for Alternatives B3.D and B3.G. 

NL 147A-98 (PMX-Fann)
Section 5.2.2 of the Transportation Technical Report has been revised to clarify the statement. 

NL 147A-99 (PMX-Fann)
Comment noted. The Transit Capacity and Quality of Service Manual (TCQSM), from which the North 

Link transit level of service (LOS) analysis was based, does acknowledge that the majority of transit 

systems consider an early departure as not being on time. However, the Reliability LOS criteria considers 

“on-time” for fixed-route service to be a departure from a published timepoint 0 to 5 minutes after the 

scheduled time, or an arrival at the end of the route no more than 5 minutes after the scheduled time.  

NL 147A-100 (PMX-Fann)
The Transportation Technical Report has been revised to reflect that travel times would be shorter instead 

of fewer with the North Link project. [*
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NL 147A-101 (PMX-Fann)
The Transportation Technical Report provides examples of conditions that promote good, safe transfers.  

NL 147A-102 (PMX-Fann)
The Transportation Technical Report has been revised to note that the Eastlake routes would serve the 

western residential edge of Capitol Hill via a new pedestrian bridge. [*

NL 147A-103 (PMX-Fann)
Please see the response to comment NL 147A-5. Each train can provide two bicycle racks. Sound Transit 

has also provided bike storage at stations, as well as the capacity for expansion. 

NL 147A-104 (PMX-Fann)
Footnote 2 for Table 5.3-1a of the Transportation Technical Report was meant to imply that since the 

Greenlake park-and-ride lot would be operating at capacity in the future regardless of whether light rail is 

implemented, no additional trips would be made to and from the park-and-ride lot with North Link than 

with the No-Build Alternative. However, passenger drop-off activity would occur, and the potential for 

hide-and-ride parking impacts exists at the Roosevelt Station. Please refer to pages 5-23 and 5-38 in the 

Transportation Technical Report for text discussing passenger drop-off activity and the potential for hide-

and-ride parking impacts, respectively. 

NL 147A-105 (PMX-Fann)
Refer to response to comment NL 147A-103. 

NL 147A-106 (PMX-Fann) 
As described on page 4-26 of the Transportation Technical Report, the City of Seattle defines arterial 

level of service standards based on the PM peak hour directional v/c ratio at designated screenlines. The 

North Link project area generally falls within areas that have a v/c standard of 1.0 (LOS E) or 1.2 (LOS 

F). The City of Seattle also applies SEPA review policies to determine transportation mitigation for 

individual projects, taking into account such factors as the availability of public transit, existing vehicular 

and pedestrian traffic conditions, accident history, the trend in local area development, parking 

characteristics, the use of the street as per the Comprehensive Plan, etc.  

NL 147A-107 (PMX-Fann)
Comment noted. Please note that project impacts at the NE 103rd Street/1st Avenue NE and the NE 

Northgate Way/5th Avenue NE intersections are minimal, and that these intersections would operate at 

LOS E/F regardless of whether light rail is constructed. The NE 65th Street/8th Avenue NE intersection 

would operate at LOS E with Alternative A2.1b in the year 2030, which, for purposes of this SEIS, is not 

considered unacceptable. Mitigation measures for the Preferred Alternative are provided in the Final 

SEIS.

NL 147A-108 (PMX-Fann)
The Transportation Technical Report has been revised to reflect that all intersections near the Roosevelt 

Station would operate at LOS E or better in the years 2015 and 2030. [*
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NL 147A-109 (PMX-Fann)
Refer to response to comment NL 147-2.  

NL 147A-110 (PMX-Fann)
Comment noted. The HCM pedestrian analysis methodology was used to identify the potential for 

sidewalk capacity issues near proposed stations. In addition, the signalized and unsignalized intersection 

LOS analysis conducted using the Synchro 5.0 software program does, to some degree, take pedestrians 

into account when evaluating intersection operations. Queuing space and standing area was evaluated at 

the University of Washington Station crossing at Montlake Boulevard and Pacific Street where there are 

potential impacts. 

NL 147A-111 (PMX-Fann)
Comment noted. For analysis purposes, a 1-mile and 1/2-mile “travelshed” for bicyclists and pedestrians, 

respectively, was evaluated for the North Link 2003 Draft SEIS. However, Sound Transits current 

policies are that a 1/4-mile radius for bicyclists and pedestrians is considered a reasonable “travelshed” 

for Sound Transit to work with local public transportation agencies, communities, and local governments 

to place and design transit facilities to fit with local community plans. Please refer to Bicycle Access to 
Sound Transit Policy Recommendations, provided in Appendix C of the 1999 Central Link Final EIS 
Transportation Technical Report for more details. As described on page 5-31 of the North Link 2003 

Draft SEIS Transportation Technical Report, “Sidewalks on or immediately adjacent to Link station 

property would be provided. At minimum, existing sidewalk widths would be maintained and any 

improvements would be sufficiently wide to accommodate pedestrian volumes from Link and will be 

designed to conform to City standards.”  

NL 147A-112 (PMX-Fann)
In the Transportation Technical Report, the term “designated bicycle routes” has been replaced with 

“several streets that are commonly used by bicyclists,” as characterized in the Seattle Bicycling Guide 

Map. Pedestrian and bicycle access improvements will be further refined throughout the station design 

process. [*

NL 147A-113 (PMX-Fann)
The Transportation Technical Report has been modified. The level of detail provided in the 2003 Draft 

SEIS and Transportation Technical Report provides a reasonable qualitative assessment from which to 

identify future bicycle facility improvements. [*

NL 147A-114 (PMX-Fann)
The Transportation Technical Report has been revised to note locations where on-street metered parking 

would be displaced by the project. [*

NL 147A-115 (ST) 
Column placement conflicts with sight distances are limited for the Preferred Alternative, as well as for 

other alternatives. More elevated structures and columns are used with Alternatives A2.1c and A2.1b. All 

Segment A alternatives share elevated approaches to the Northgate Station and along a portion of NE 1st 

Avenue NE. In most locations, however, elevated alignments are not in rights-of-way used by pedestrians 

and bicyclists. For all alternatives, column placement would be avoided near intersections and other 
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pedestrian and bicycle crossings and routes to maintain appropriate sight distances. Signing, lighting, and 

other measures can also be taken to minimize the potential for conflicts. [*

NL 147A-116 (ST/Policy) 
Please see the response to comment NL 147A-111 

NL 147A-117 (PMX-Fann
Mitigation measures to reduce delay are identified in the Final SEIS. 

NL 147A-118 (PMX-Wendle) 
The Final SEIS has been revised to note the agreement. 

NL 147A-119 (PMX-King) 
The Final SEIS and the Transportation Technical report have been updated to define the impacts of the 

alternatives compared to No-Build conditions. 

NL 147A-120 (PMX-Fann) 
Comment noted. The Draft Transportation Technical Report does explain that direct east-west bicycle 

access routes are lacking near the NE 45th and Brooklyn Station options.  

NL 147A-121 (PMX- Wendle) 
Comment noted. The Final SEIS includes additional information and analysis of the bicycle facility for 

the University of Washington Station. 

NL 147A-122 (PMX- Wendle) 
Comment noted. The Final SEIS has been revised. [*

NL 147A-123 (PMX- Wendle) 
The Transportation Technical Report has been revised. [*

NL 147A-124 (PMX- Wendle) 
The Transportation Technical Report has been revised. [*

NL 147A-125 (PMX- Wendle) 
Comment noted. 

NL 147A-126 (PMX- Wendle) 
Comment noted; the assessment of impacts reflects a variety of factors and is not restricted to parking 

utilization rates alone. 

NL 147A-127 (PMX- Wendle) 
The Transportation Technical Report and related Final SEIS text have been revised. [*
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NL 147A-128 (PMX- Wendle) 
Please see the response to comment NL 147A-117. [*

NL 147A-129 (PMX- Wendle) 
The Transportation Technical Report has been revised. [*

NL 147A-130 (PMX- Wendle) 
Comment noted. 

NL 147A-131 (PMX- Wendle) 
The Transportation Technical Report has been revised. [*

NL 147A-132 (PMX-Fann) 
Sound Transit will work closely with SDOT when seeking City approval of traffic control plans for 

closures and detours to ensure that the needs of bicyclists are considered as well as those of auto and 

pedestrian traffic. 

NL 147A-133 (Fann
The ratings are provided as general indications of impact, with additional discussion provided in text. 

Strict thresholds were not involved. 

NL 147A-134 (ST)
Regular written updates on construction activities near schools will be provided to public and private 

schools. Section 4.17.2 of the Final SEIS has been edited to reflect communication approaches. 
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NL 382 Seattle Department of Transportation – Grace Crunican

NL 382-1  
Comment noted. 

NL 382-2  
The Sound Transit Board will make a final decision on whether to include a First Hill Station in the 

project after publication of the Final SEIS. The Board has directed staff to work with King County Metro 

and the City of Seattle to find ways to improve transit service and connections with North Link to the 

First Hill area if a First Hill Station is not included in the project. Sound Transit Phase II is separate from 

North Link and this SEIS. The Sound Transit Board is expected to identify projects to include in Sound 

Transit Phase II this year. 

NL 382-3  
As mitigation for pedestrian impacts to the Burke-Gilman Trail, Sound Transit will provide an access 

point or entrance north of the trail for the University of Washington Station, which would provide an 

underground or overhead crossing of NE Pacific Place and the trail. Sound Transit recognizes the City’s 

ongoing concern regarding this station and will continue to work with the City and other affected parties 

throughout the course of the project. 

NL 382-4  
The City’s comments are noted. Please see response to comment NL 382-3. 

NL 382-5  
Please see response to comment NL 382-3. Additional analysis of this issue is provided in Section 3.3.2 

of the Final SEIS.  

NL 382-6  
See response to comment NL 382-3. The grade-separated crossing of NE Pacific Place would 

significantly reduce the number of pedestrians crossing NE Pacific Place and the Burke-Gilman Trail.  

NL 382-7  
Please see response to comment NL 382-3. 

NL 382-8  
The current station design could accommodate a future pedestrian connection from the south on the upper 

mezzanine level. The structure necessary for construction and support of the station box may preclude 

creating "break-out panels" in anticipation of a potential future pedestrian connection. 

NL 382-9  
Sound Transit notes your request to include the third entrance at the Capitol Hill Station in the baseline 

design. However, the optional 3rd entrance is not at Broadway and John for which the City cites the 
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pedestrian count, it is south of Denny. In addition, it should be noted that the International Station with 

which a comparison is made in the comment does not have a grade-separated crossing of the surrounding 

arterials.

NL 382-10 
As occurred with the Initial Segment, Sound Transit will continue to work closely with the City to 

develop final designs for station facilities and other components of the light rail system.  

NL 382-11  
Sound Transit acknowledges your concern regarding the sufficiency of bicycle facilities at the light rail 

stations. Since publication of the 2003 Draft SEIS, Sound Transit has prepared bicycle-parking demand 

estimates based on the methodology developed by PSRC. Based on the results of the analysis, the 

provision of 24 bicycle spaces plus expansion areas at most stations, as recommended in the North Link 

SEIS, was determined to be reasonable for accommodating the projected bicycle demand at most North 

Link stations. With regard to pedestrian traffic, the Highway Capacity Manual (HCM) and Transit 

Capacity and Quality of Service Manual (TCQSM) methodologies were used to evaluate the adequacy of 

existing sidewalks for accommodating existing and future pedestrian volumes. In addition, the signalized 

and unsignalized intersection level of service (LOS) analysis conducted using the Synchro 5.0 software 

program takes into account pedestrian volumes at crosswalks when evaluating intersection operations. To 

evaluate typical weekday conditions, school walk routes and other key pedestrian destinations were taken 

into account in this analysis to the extent that pedestrian volumes from these generators are captured in 

peak hour counts used for the LOS analysis.

NL 382-12  
For all alternatives, Sound Transit will, as practical, consider future redevelopment in station designs. By 

Resolution R99-35, the Sound Transit Board adopted the “Central Puget Sound Regional Transit 

Authority Real Property Disposition Policy, Procedures and Guidelines”. The “Policies and Goals” 

section expresses Sound Transit’s intentions with regard to disposal of its surplus real property and 

include complying with Sound Transit adopted policies, state law and federal grant requirements; 

implementing the Sound Move plan on time and at minimum expense; encouraging Transit-Oriented 

Development, joint development, and public and private projects at and around Sound Transit facilities to 

build transit ridership, enhance communities and aid economic development; supporting the retention of 

existing businesses; mitigating impacts arising from project implementation; and encouraging realization 

of other objectives, as appropriate, such as economic development, appropriate land uses; parks, trails and 

open space preservation; and environmental protection and enhancement. 

NL 382-13 
TOD potential is evaluated as part of the land use and economic analysis reported in Section 4.2 of the 

Final SEIS. Sound Transit will develop the project consistent with the guidance and direction of the 

Sound Transit Board, including through the implementation of the TOD policy discussed in Section 2.5.2 

and in Section 4.2 of the Final SEIS. 

NL 382-14  
Sound Transit would repair any public right-of-way at Sound Transit work sites that are damaged during 

construction to substantially the same condition. 
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NL 382-15  
Sound Transit will continue to work with the City throughout the design and permitting process to detail 

the appropriate mitigation for the impacts of light rail construction on City-owned utilities, infrastructure 

and facilities. 

NL 382-16  
Settlement impacts were evaluated in Sections 4.10 and 4.17.11 of the 2003 Draft SEIS and updated 

information has been provided in this Final SEIS. Sound Transit will continue to work with the City 

regarding a settlement monitoring and response program. Impacts due to stray current were evaluated in 

the 2003 Draft SEIS in Section 4.12.2 and the Final SEIS also identifies the potential for impacts as well 

as potential avoidance or mitigation measures.  

NL 382-17  
These issues are reviewed as part of the Final SEIS discussion of impacts to utilities, provided in Section 

4.14 of the Final SEIS. As you note, specific improvements may be needed for the light rail system and 

Sound Transit will work with the City during final design to determine project details.  

NL 382-18  
Sound Transit also recognizes the importance of an effective construction mitigation plan to allow 

contractors to minimize environmental. The Final SEIS outlines mitigations in all areas of the 

environment, and looks forward to working with the City during final design and construction mitigation 

planning.  

NL 382-19  
Comment acknowledged that the City appreciates the efforts made to eliminate direct construction 

impacts to Cal Anderson Park. Please see response to comment NL 382-18. 

NL 382-20  
Station area planning for stations included in University Link was previously completed and further work 

is not anticipated. First Hill is not included in the Preferred Alternative but if it is included in the project, 

it is in the same location as in the original project. Capitol Hill Station is in substantially the same 

location as it was during previous station area planning efforts, and the University of Washington Station 

is entirely on University of Washington property. The funding and timing of final design or other 

activities for the remainder of North Link, north of the University of Washington station, is not certain at 

this time. Sound Transit and the City could revisit station area planning at the north University District 

station if its location is substantially different from the location identified in the Preferred Alternative. 
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