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congestxon
at’s a fact. But it's not the 1ssue

Freeway and arterial congestion is going
to be a fact: of life in the central Puget

Sound region for ~years. Our major roads

are gridlocked. There ~simply isn't -
enough road space to accommodate evs
“eryong. Gridlock means that even if mass.
- tranSILJemoves_some_carsgfrom_thevtlonchallenge

roads, other cars will replace them,

This. Tegion needs to invest more than_‘* .
$65 billion in transportation - improve-
ments and maintenarice over-thenext 20
years just to keep pace w1th popu ation:

and economic growth;

Unfortunately, congestion is here to
-stay. The issue is whetherwe're going to

- prov1de people with altematxvps to trav-

eling in cars and buses on. congested( -

roads.

the most congested region. of the state.

The best use of that new road is light rail

because it can move large numbers of

people efficiently and reliably regardless -
of traffic or weather.And light rail can be
expanded, to the Eastside, Everett and

Tacoma, as the region grows over the
next 20 to 100 years. '

This region has debated rail transit for
over 30 years. Nothing in Harkness’ col-

ichard Harkness got one thmg. an
right -in-.a guest -column - (The.
Times, Dec. 22) : Light rail will notA

Light rail is one altematlve Lxght rall :
basically creates a new roadway through:
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Every study one of Seattle s transporta-

. ) it- (adershlpfi

! from thew elected officrals. They “don’t
- want more studiés and they don’t want
’.delays. They want to See solutlons bemg
built,
- Our region’s utlzens voted ove‘ o

whelmingly to tax themselves four'y
ago to: bulld'a light tail system. hey de-
sérve our best efforts to buxld
promised.

Lxght rail is the only readyﬂto—go trans-, .
-portatlon altérnative on the: table today. ‘
,;There s ‘aplan, voter approval and fi- -
nancing. And the federal government is

willing to contribute hundreds of millions

- of-dollars: toward construction.. ,
‘The federal commitment, which may'
mean more than $1 billion over time, is
available now. It may not be in six months N
-+ City Council and. chair of Sound Transil.

or a year from now.

; light ranl system.
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and more- rail. And we need transporta-

n - tion and land-use policies that make it at-
“the - tractive — and possible — for peopleiof
i, ;_’all incomg levels to live in urban areas!

It takes years to get a transportation

mmatlve to this point. Even- the “free
‘bus” idea < which I believe merits care-
1“ful consideration by all ofthe region’s
" transit agencies — is years away from
' ~bemga reality. - -
It's' taken- more than 10 years to get.
hght rail to this pdint. "

4
‘The easy thing for: this region’s. lead-

a decision, taking. action, takes courage

~and. leadership." One of the reasons this
region has a transportatlon mess is the
failure.of the region’s leaders — in both

the: pubhc and private sectors — to. gyt

s+ “the region’s long-term needs first. Fail-

ureis not an optron for thxs generatlon of

leaders,

‘Now is the time for hght rail. There

‘will never be a better time to start than
‘the present. There_wnll never be a time
- when there will be less disruption during .
. construction. And there will never be a
-time when costs are lower, -

Daue Earlmg is a miember of the Edmonds

vaen the $65 bx]hon transportation
need we do need to look at alternatives.
',.'jNo smgle txansportatxon initiative, in-
- cluding light rail, will solve the problem.
- ‘We need more road construction, more

' ’buses, more HOV lanes, more vanpools,

ers,to do.would be to do nothing. Making




